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to be the ablest delivered by the judges, both European ai;d Indian,
who adorn the Indian Bench: and, lastly, India has in Itoddruddin1,
Banerji2, and Mehta3, orators who have on many an occasion held
English audiences spellbound.
Such, is India. If the picture appears to you to be 5.r,mcwhat
overdrawn or fanciful, it Is none the less faithful. There is the
other side. Let him who takes delight in separating, rather than
in uniting, the two nations give the other side. Then, please, f xa-
mine both with the impartiality of a Daniel, and 1 promise that
there will yet remain a Considerable portion of what ha'< been said
'                                        *
above untouched, to induce you to believe thai India is not Africa,
and that it is a civilized country in the truest sense of the term
civilization.
Before, however, 1 can quit this subject, 1 have to crave leave
to be allowed to anticipate a possible objection* It will be said;
eclf what you say is true, the people whom you call Indians in the
Colony are not Indians, because your remarks are net borne out
by the practices prevailing among the people whom you call
Indians. See how grossly untruthful they are.** Everyone 1 have
met with in the Colony lias dwelt upon the untruth fulness of the
Indians, To a limited extent I admit the charge, it will be very
small satisfaction for me to show9 in reply to the objection, that
other classes do not fare much better in respect, especially if
and when they are placed in the position of the unfortunate
Indians, And yet, I am afraidj I shall have to fall back upon argu-
ment of that sort. Much as I would wish them to be otherwise, I
confess my utter inability to prove that they are more than human.
They come to Natal on starvation wages (I mean here the in-
dentured Indians). They find themselves placed in a strange
1 Badruddln Tyabji  (1844-1906) ; actively   associated   with and de facto
President 'of the  Bombay Presidency   Association;    presided   over   Congress
session at Madras (1887); Judge of Bombay High Court (1895) ; nominated to
the Bombay Legislative Council in 1882.
2 Surendranatli Banerjea (1848-1925):  Moderate politician,  Member of
the Indian National Congress, deputation to Britain in 1890.   Member of the
Legislative Council of Bengal (1893-1901).   Owned and edited the Bengalee,
Under the Montford Reforms became member of the Bengal Executive Council.
President of the Congress In 1895 and 1902-
3 Pherozeshah Mehta (1845-1915); Indian leader,, dominated the public
life of Bombay for a long time; 'one of the founders of the Bombay Presidency
Association  and   thrice   Chairman   of the  Bombay Municipal  Corporation.
Member of the Bombay Legislative Council and later, of the Viceroy's Legis-
lative Council.   One of the pioneer founders of the Indian National Congress
in 1885; was elected to its presidentship twicea in 1890 and 1909.